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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The following is a non- final, first office action on the merits. Claims 1-43 are pending. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 8-14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Eder 
(U.S. 6,321,205). 

3. As per claim 1, Eder teaches a method for determining resource allocation, comprising: 
associating a generic value stream having a plurality of generic value stream components 

with a plurality of industry segments (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, 
lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 
5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein a generic value stream that valuates 
the revenue of a business is associated with an industry, the value stream having a plurality of 
components); 

allocating, for at least on of the industry segments, expenditures for a time period to at 
least one of the plurality of generic value stream components for the industry segment (See at 
least figures 1, 14, and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 11, 
lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein the expenditures of a time 
period is assigned to at least one of the generic value stream components); and 
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determining, for at least one of the industry segments, the amount of expenditures 
associated with the at least one of the plurality of generic value stream components relative to the 
total amount of expenditures for the at least one industry segment, the determination for use in 
determining the resource allocation (See at least figures 1,14, and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, 
column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 
5-25, wherein the expenses are associated with the respective value stream components and used 
to determine the revenue and the amounts of capital for the current part of the industry (i.e. a 
company)). 

4. As per claim 2, Eder teaches a method further comprising: 

allocating, for at least one of the industry segments, a change in expenditures between at 
least two time periods to at least one of the plurality of generic value stream components for the 
industry segment (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, 
column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 1 1, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, 
and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein changes in the expenditures over time are tracked. Current 
valuations, with allocated expenditures, are compared to previous valuations); 

determining, for at least one of the industry segments, at least one expenditure trend 
associated with the at least one of the plurality of generic value stream components based on the 
allocated change in expenditures for use in determining the resource allocation (See at least 
figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 
10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, 
wherein changes in the expenditures over time are tracked. Current valuations, with allocated 
expenditures, are compared to previous valuations). 
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As per claim 3, Eder discloses a method further comprising: 



allocating revenue information for a time period to at least one of the industry segments, 
the revenue information selected from the group consisting of net sales and gross profits (See at 
least figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, 
lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and 
column 12, lines 5-25, wherein revenue information is included for a time period which is 
selected from net sales and gross profits); 

determining the resource allocation based on the allocated revenue information (See at 
least figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, 
lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and 
column 12, lines 5-25). 

6. As per claim 4, Eder teaches a method further comprising: 

allocating a change in revenue between at least two time periods to at least one industry 
segment (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 
8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and 
column 12, lines 5-25, wherein changes in the expenditures over time are tracked. Current 
valuations, with allocated expenditures, are compared to previous valuations); 

determining at least one revenue trend associated with the at least one industry segment 
based on the allocated change in revenues for use in determining the resource allocation (See at 
least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, 
column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5- 
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25, wherein changes in the expenditures over time are tracked. Current valuations, with 
allocated expenditures, are compared to previous valuations). 

7. As per claim 5, Eder discloses a method further comprising: 

allocating a plurality of operational variables with the generic value stream components 
(See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 
26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, 
lines 5-25); and 

determining at least one new operational variable associated with at least one of the 
generic value stream components based on the allocated expenditures (See at least column 11, 
lines 64-67, and column 12, lines 1-10, wherein an operational variable is identified as associated 
with a component). 

8. As per claim 8, Eder discloses a method wherein the time period is one year (See at least 
figure 15, wherein the time period is one year). 

9. As per claim 9, Eder teaches a system for facilitating resource allocation comprising: 
a computer readable medium (See figures 1 and figure 3, and column 8, lines 1-30); 

a database storing expenditures for a time period for a plurality of industry segments, the 
expenditures associated with at least one of a plurality of generic value stream components (See 
at least figures 1 and 2, column 8, lines 1-15 and 25-65, wherein a database that stores expenses 
for a time period is disclosed); and 

a computer program stored on the computer-readable medium operable to display a 
desired portion of the database (See at least figures 1, 2, and 6C, column 8, lines 5-22 and 50-67, 
and column 9, lines 35-40). 
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10. As per claim 10, Eder discloses a system wherein the desired portion is the entire 
database (See at least figures 1, 2, and 6C, column 8, lines 5-22 and 50-67, and column 9, lines 
35-40, wherein the desired portion can include any or all of the entire database, based on the 
users input). 

11. As per claim 11, Eder teaches a system wherein the database further stores changes in 
expenditures between at least two time periods for at least one of the plurality of industry 
segments, the change in expenditures associated with at least one of the plurality of generic value 
stream components (See at least figures 2 and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 
and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, 
and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein a change in expenditures between time periods is 
stored and tracked). 

12. As per claim 12, Eder discloses a system wherein the database further stores revenue 
information for a time period for at least one of the plurality of industry segments, the change in 
revenue information selected from the group consisting of net sales and gross profits (See at least 
figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26- 
62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, 
lines 5-25, wherein revenue information is included for a time period which is selected from net 
sales and gross profits). 

13. As per claim 13, Eder discloses a system wherein the database further stores a change in 
revenue information between at least two time periods for at least one of the plurality of industry 
segments, the change in revenue information selected from the group consisting of a change in 
net sales and a change in gross profit (See at least figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 12-30, 
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column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 
11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein revenue information is 
included for a time period which is selected from net sales and gross profits). 

14. As per claim 14, Eder discloses a system wherein the database further stores a plurality of 
operational variables associated with the generic value stream components (See at least figures 2 
and 4, and column 8, lines 30-60). 

15. As per claim 17, claim 17 is a system version of the method of claim 8, and is therefore 
rejected using the same art and rationale as applied above. 



16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 6-7 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eder (U.S. 6,321,205). 

18. As per claim 6, Eder discloses a plurality of generic value stream components which 
comprise sales and revenue components, a product delivered component, a product engineered 
component, a product manufactured component, product stored or distributed component, a 
selling component, and other components (See at least figures 2 and 4, column 5, lines 12-30, 
column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 
11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25). However, Eder does not expressly 
disclose the components of market identification, a customer aware of need, a customer finds 
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product, a customer makes final selection, a customer orders product, a product installed, a 
customer pays for product, a customer uses product, a customer needs product help, a product is 
returned or exchanged, a product is repaired component, or a customer no longer needs. 

Eder discloses a tool that valuates a business using value stream having a plurality of 
generic value stream components that are stored in a database, these components dealing with 
revenue, expenses, and capital. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to include the components listed above in the components disclosed by 
Eder and used for valuation in order to enhance the scope and scale of the analysis and valuation 
performed by incorporating all the factors that drive the financials of the business. See at least 
column 5, lines 10-30. 

19. As per claim 7, Eder discloses a method wherein the plurality of industry segments are 
associated with a plurality of industries (See at least column 5, lines 1-15). However, Eder does 
not expressly disclose a utilities industry, a financial and transportation industry, a healthcare 
industry, a communication, entertainment, and media industry, or a products and retail industry. 

Eder discloses a valuation system that is applicable to determine the value drivers of high 
technology industries, commercial industries, etc. Therefore, since the system of Eder is generic 
and applicable to all industries that have revenues and expenses, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the industries of utilities, 
financial and transportation, healthcare, communication, entertainment, and media, and products 
and retail in order to more efficiently perform the analysis of business drivers in each of these 
industries. See at least column 5, lines 10-30, which discusses the advantages of the system of 
Eder. 
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20. As per claims 15-16, claims 15-16 are system versions of the method of claim 6-7, 
respectively, and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale as applied above. 



21. Claims 18-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Eder (U.S. 
6,321,205) in view of NAICs Association (www.naics.com). 

22. As per claim 1 8, Eder discloses a method for determining resource allocation, 
comprising: 

associating a generic value stream having a plurality of generic value stream components 
with a plurality of industry segments (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, 
lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 
5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein a generic value stream that valuates 
the revenue of a business is associated with an industry, the value stream having a plurality of 
components); 

allocating a change in revenue information between time periods to a first industry 
segment, the revenue information selected from the group consisting of net sales and gross 
profits (See at least figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, 
column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, 
and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein a change in revenue information is tracked and valuated by 
the system. Revenue information is included for each time period which is selected from net 
sales and gross profits); 

allocating user input to a second industry segment, wherein at least one of the user input 
is associated with the first industry segment (See at least figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 
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12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, 
column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein user input is 
registered in the database with respect to a second business and a first business in industry); and 
determining a revenue information trend associated with the first industry segment based 
on the allocated change in revenue information for use in determining the resource allocation for 
the second industry segment (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 
and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, 
and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein changes in the revenue and components over time 
are tracked. Current valuations, with allocated expenditures and revenues, are compared to 
previous valuations). 

However, Eder does not expressly disclose the at least one user input being a North 
America Industry Classification System code. 

NAICs Association discloses North America Industry Classification System codes 
associated with industry segment for use in valuations by businesses in industry segments (See at 
least page 4, sections 1 and 2, page 5, section 1, page 6, sections 1-3). 

Both NAICs Association and Eder disclose using databases to plan and valuate the status 
of a business. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include North America Industry Classification System codes in the databases used 
by Eder to valuate the businesses in order to increase the scale and scope of the analysis 
performed by including all existing databases that are pertinent to the valuation. Eder disclose 
this and other advantages in column 5, lines 15-30. 
23. As per claim 19, Eder teaches a method further comprising: 
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allocating, for at least one of the industry segments, expenditures for a time period to at 
least one of the plurality of generic value stream components for the industry segment (See at 
least figures 1, 14, and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 11, 
lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein the expenditures of a time 
period is assigned to at least one of the generic value stream components); and 

determining the amount of expenditures associated with the at least one of the plurality of 
generic value stream components relative to the total amount of expenditures for the industry 
segment, the determination for use in determining the resource allocation (See at least figures 1, 
14, and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23- 
50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein the expenses are associated with the 
respective value stream components and used to determine the revenue and the amounts of 
capital for the current part of the industry (i.e. a company)). 
24. As per claim 20, Eder teaches a method further comprising: 

allocating, for at least one of the industry segments, a change in expenditures between at 
least two time periods to at least one of the plurality of generic value stream components for the 
industry segment (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, 
column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, 
and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein changes in the expenditures over time are tracked. Current 
valuations, with allocated expenditures, are compared to previous valuations); 

determining at least one expenditure trend associated with the at least one of the plurality 
of generic value stream components based on the allocated change in expenditures for use in 
determining resource allocation (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20- 
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25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 1 1, lines 5-17, 23- 
50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein changes in the expenditures over time are 
tracked. Current valuations, with allocated expenditures, are compared to previous valuations). 

25. As per claim 21, Eder teaches a method further comprising: 

allocating revenue information for a time period to at least one of the industry segments, 
the revenue information selected from the group consisting of net sales and gross profits (See at 
least figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, 
lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and 
column 12, lines 5-25, wherein revenue information is included for a time period which is 
selected from net sales and gross profits); 

determining the resource allocation based on the allocated revenue information (See at 
least figures 2, 14, and 15 column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, 
lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and 
column 12, lines 5-25). 

26. As per claim 22, Eder teaches a method further comprising: 

allocating a plurality of operational variables with the generic value stream components 
(See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 
26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, 
lines 5-25); and 

determining at least one new operational variable associated with at least one of the 
generic value stream components based on the allocated expenditures (See at least column 1 1, 
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lines 64-67, and column 12, lines 1-10, wherein an operational variable is identified as associated 
with a component). 

27. As per claim 23, Eder teaches a method wherein the time periods are each one year (See 
at least figure 15, wherein the time period is one year). 

28. As per claim 24, Eder teaches a system for facilitating service resources allocation, 
comprising: 

a computer-readable medium (See figures 1 and figure 3, and column 8, lines 1-30); 

a database for storing a change in revenue information between time periods for a first 
industry segment, the revenue information selected from the group consisting of net sales and 
gross profits, and storing at least one input of the user (See at least figures 1 and 2, column 8, 
lines 1-15 and 25-65, wherein a database that stores expenses and revenue for a time period is 
disclosed, the information both extracted and input by the user. See at least figures 2, 14, and 15 
column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 
1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein 
revenue information is included for a time period which is selected from net sales and gross 
profits); and 

a computer program stored the computer-readable medium operable to display a desired 
portion of the database (See at least figures 1, 2, and 6C, column 8, lines 5-22 and 50-67, and 
column 9, lines 35-40). 

However, Eder does not expressly disclose the at least one stored input being a North 
America Industry Classification System code associated with the first industry segment. 
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NAICs Association discloses North America Industry Classification System code 
associated with the first industry segment for use in valuations by businesses in industry 
segments (See at least page 4, sections 1 and 2, page 5, section 1, page 6, sections 1-3). 

Both NAICs Association and Eder disclose using databases to plan and valuate the status 
of a business. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include North America Industry Classification System codes in the databases used 
by Eder to valuate the businesses in order to increase the scale and scope of the analysis 
performed by including all existing databases that are pertinent to the valuation. Eder disclose 
this and other advantages in column 5, lines 15-30. 

29. As per claims 25, 27, 28, 29, and 30, claims 25, 27, 28, 29, and 30 are claims with 
equivalent limitations to claims 10, 11, 12, 14, and 23, respectively, and are therefore rejected 
using the same art and rationale as applied above. 

30. As per claim 26, Eder teaches a system wherein the database further stores expenditures 
for a time period for at least one of the industry segments, the expenditures associated with at 
least one of the plurality of generic value stream components (See at least figures 1, 2, and 6C, 
column 8, lines 5-22 and 50-67, and column 9, lines 35-40). 

31. As per claim 3 1 , Eder teaches a method for determining resource allocation, the method 
comprising: 

associating a generic value stream having a plurality of generic value stream components 
with a plurality of industry segments (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, 
lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 
5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein a generic value stream that valuates 
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the revenue of a business is associated with an industry, the value stream having a plurality of 
components); 

allocating, for a first industry segment, expenditures for a time period to at least one of 
the plurality of generic value stream components for the first industry segment (See at least 
figures 1, 14, and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 11, lines 
5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein the expenditures of a time period is 
assigned to at least one of the generic value stream components); 

determining the amount of expenditures associated with the at least one of the plurality of 
generic value stream components relative to the total amount of expenditures for the at least one 
industry segment, the determination based on the allocated expenditures (See at least figures 1, 
14, and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23- 
50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein the expenses are associated with the 
respective value stream components and used to determine the revenue and the amounts of 
capital for the current part of the industry (i.e. a company)); and 

identifying the generic value stream component for the first industry segment having the 
highest percentage of expenditures (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 
20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 
23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein a generic value stream that valuates the 
revenue of a business is associated with an industry, the value stream having a plurality of 
components). 

However, Eder does not expressly disclose identifying a second industry segment based 
on the generic value stream component having the highest percentage of expenditures. 
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NAICs Association disclose identifying a second industry segment based on a generic 
value stream component to gain a perspective on target markets based on the stored data (See 
page 4, sections 1 and 2, page 5, section 1, and page 6, sections 1 and 2, wherein a database 
exists of data associated with industry segments wherein a company can target market using this 
information). 

Both NAICs Association and Eder disclose using databases to plan and valuate the status 
of a business. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the market insight of NAICs Association in the databases used by Eder in 
order to increase the accuracy of making future predictions for the businesses by utilizing data 
about the industries with which the business interacts. Eder disclose this and other advantages in 
column 5, lines 15-30. 

32. As per claims 32, 33, 35, and 36, claims 32, 33, 35, and 36 are method claims with 
equivalent limitations to the method of claims 20, 21, 22, and 23, respectively, and are therefore 
rejected using the same art and rationale as applied above. 

33. As per claim 34, Eder teaches a method further comprising: 

allocating a change in revenues between at least two time periods to at least one of the 
industry segments (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, 
column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, 
and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein changes in the expenditures over time are tracked. Current 
valuations, with allocated expenditures, are compared to previous valuations); 

determining at least one revenue trend associated with the at least one industry segment 
based on the allocated change in revenues for use in determining the resource allocation (See at 
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least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, 
column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5- 
25, wherein changes in the expenditures over time are tracked. Current valuations, with 
allocated expenditures, are compared to previous valuations). 

34. As per claim 37, discloses a system for facilitating resource allocation, comprising: 
a computer-readable medium (See figures 1 and figure 3, and column 8, lines 1-30); 
a database storing expenditures for a time period for a first industry segment, the 
expenditures associating with at least one of a plurality of generic value stream components (See 
at least figures 1 and 2, column 8, lines 1-15 and 25-65, wherein a database that stores expenses 
for a time period is disclosed); and 

a computer program stored on the computer-readable medium operable to determine the 
amount of expenditures associated with the at least one of the plurality of generic value stream 
components relative to the total amount of expenditures for the at least one industry segment, the 
computer program further operable to identify the generic value stream component for the first 
industry segment having the highest percentage of expenditures, and display a desired portion of 
the database (See at least figures 1, 2, 6C 5 14, and 15, column 5, lines 12-30, column 6, lines 20- 
25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 5-22 and 50-67, column 9, lines 35-40, column 11, lines 5-17, 23- 
50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein the expenses are associated with the 
respective value stream components and used to determine the revenue and the amounts of 
capital for the current part of the industry (i.e. a company). Portions of the database are 
displayed using the disclosed computer program. (See at least figure 2, column 5, lines 12-30, 
column 6, lines 20-25 and 43-50, column 8, lines 26-62, column 10, lines 1-5 and 40-50, column 
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11, lines 5-17, 23-50, and 64-67, and column 12, lines 5-25, wherein a generic value stream that 
valuates the revenue of a business is associated with an industry, the value stream having a 
plurality of components). 

However, Eder does not expressly disclose identifying a second industry segment based 
on the generic value stream component having the highest percentage of expenditures. 

NAICs Association disclose identifying a second industry segment based on a generic 
value stream component to gain a perspective on target markets based on the stored data (See 
page 4, sections 1 and 2, page 5, section 1, and page 6, sections 1 and 2, wherein a database 
exists of data associated with industry segments wherein a company can target market using this 
information). 

Both NAICs Association and Eder disclose using databases to plan and valuate the status 
of a business. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the market insight of NAICs Association in the databases used by Eder in 
order to increase the accuracy of making future predictions for the businesses by utilizing data 
about the industries with which the business interacts. Eder disclose this and other advantages in 
column 5, lines 15-30. 

35. As per claims 38-42 and 43, claims 38-42 and 43 are system claims with equivalent 
limitations to the system of claims 10-14 and 17, respectively, and are therefore rejected using 
the same art and rationale as applied above. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Krist et al. (U.S. 6,038,540) teaches an interactive optimizing module for determining 
process variables. 

Eder (U.S. 6,393,406) discloses a valuing tool for a business enterprise based on 
components stored in a database. 

Sanders (U.S. 6,41 1,936) teaches an enterprise value enhancement system. 

Ferriter et al. (U.S. 4,875,162) discloses a tool that is used to design products. 

"New Code System in NAICs" (www.census.gov) teaches the NAICs codes and the uses 
of these codes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is (703) 305-3882. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (703) 305-9643. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 
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